
Eleventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 
June 17th 2018—Year B 

 
 

 

The Kingdom of God grows slowly 
 

The first steps any of us make 
are faltering and slow. 

It takes time to learn to walk, 
and our first words are unclear,  

just mumbled sounds. 
It takes time to learn to talk. 

 

The Kingdom of God grows slowly, 
according to Jesus, 

and often we don’t notice its growth. 
 

Within each of us 
the kingdom of God grows. 

Its qualities are 
compassion and courage, 

forgiveness and faith, 
hope and harmony, 
peace, joy and love. 

 

As we need patience with learning 
in our first words and first steps - 

for these are skills learned gradually— 
we need similar patience 

as God’s life grows within us. 
 

And patience with others too; 
as we watch a child learn to walk, and talk, 

we rejoice in the small successes, 
we watch with love and encouragement. 

 

Can we have the same patience with 
the increase within us and others 

of the Kingdom of God? 
And the increase of the Kingdom of God 

is the growth of love, 
and the increase of love among people 

is the growth of God within us. 

Communion Reflections—Donal Neary SJ 
 

 

“St John’s Parish community, committed to the Victorian Child Safe Standards” 

St. John’s Parish Mitcham 
494 Whitehorse Road, Mitcham 3132 

(Postal: P.O. Box 95,  Mitcham 3132) 
Email: Mitcham@cam.org.au 

Website: www.stjohnsmitcham.com.au 

     Phone: 03 9873 1341 Fax No. 03 9872 4316 

PARISH LEADERSHIP TEAM MISSION STATEMENT 
To lead and empower the people of our parish to work independently and use their skills 

and gifts to grow the life of our  faith community now and into the future. 



Normal Weekend Mass Times at St. John’s 
Saturday Vigil, 6pm, then  8.30am, 9.45am, 11.15am, 5pm    9.30am St James Vermont 
 

Parish Priest                 

Fr Dispin John               
 

Pastoral Associate:                            
Maree O’Keefe (Tuesday-Friday Sunday am )    Parish Office  
Pastoral Care:       Office hours:   
Monika Bredhauer—Pastoral Care and Bereavement Ministry  Monday-Friday  9am-4pm      Ph: 98731341  
                — Coordination of Communion to the Sick    Parish Secretaries:    
         Martine Giles  (Monday-Wednesday & Friday) 
         Elisa Kelesidis (Tuesday—Friday) 
Schools      

St John’s School, 494 Whitehorse Road, Mitcham, 9874 1575  RE for Government Schools: 
Principal:  Mrs Jacqui Marshall      Andrew Puls 0407 352 706   
St. James School, 51 Centre Road, Vermont, 9874 1830       
Principal:  Mr David Mutimer      

Services:      St Vincent de Paul Shop 2/82 Maroondah Hwy Ringwood 9870 9124  - St Vincent de Paul Furniture Pick-Ups 1800 621 349 
           The House of Books (house next door to the Church) 9874 2389         - St Vincent de Paul Welfare Assistance 1800 305 330 

AMONGST OUR PARISH FAMILY  

We ask for the grace and peace of Eternal life 
for those whose memories are sacred to us at 
this time, Anna Hotencia De Zoysa, Norma 
Hereford, Violet & Laurie Wallis, Juliana Labasan 
Nicolas, Brian Maslin, Joshy Sebastian. 

Parish Information 

Weekday Masses this week in our Parish 
Monday   (Church Closed) 
Tuesday  10am Communion Service 
Wednesday   10am Communion Service 
Thursday   No Mass at SJV 
Friday  10am Mass 
Saturday  No 9am Morning Prayer &  
   Communion Service till August 

   9.30am Reconciliation  

Scripture Readings for week 
 
Mon:  1 Kings 21:1-16  Matthew 5:38-42 
Tue:  1 Kings 21:17-29  Matthew 5:43-48 
Wed: 2 Kings  2:1 6-14  Matthew 6:1-6 16-18 
Thur:  Sirach 48:1-14  Matthew 6:7-15 
Fri: 2 Kings 11:1-4 9-18 20 Matthew 6:19-23 
Sat: 2 Chronicles 24:17-25 Matthew 6:24-34 
Sun: The Nativity of St John the Baptist 
 Jeremiah 1:4-10 
 1 Peter 1:8-12  Luke 1:5-17 

Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekend 
Invest in your most precious asset… 

Your Marriage! 
Forget life’s tensions and interruptions and rekindle the 
closeness, intimacy, love and romance that brought you 
together.  Recharge your relationship batteries and 
explore the precious nature of your marriage, allowing 
you both to share your feelings, hopes and dreams with 
each other in ways that normal, daily living tends to 
inhibit.  There is no group sharing.  Couples and a priest 
present the weekend.  It is based around Catholic values 
but couples of all faiths are welcome.  Melbourne 
dates: 17-19 August & 9-11 November  Starts 7pm 
on Friday and ends 5pm Sunday. Accommodation and 
meals provided.  For further information and bookings 
contact Andre & Maria 0411 225 992 or email 
vicbookings@wwme.org.au Or the website on 
www.wwme.org.au for further information. 

RECEPTION OF FIRST EUCHARIST 
We welcome the following young people to the 
table of the Lord at: 
 
6pm Mass—Saturday June 23—St John’s 
Zoe Harkin, Emily Lafferty, Sophie Janssen, Mackenzie 
Ackland. 
 
11.15am Mass—Sunday June 24—St John’s 
Evie Alkemade, Ryan Martin, Ruby McJannet, Lucas Said. 

June 23 / 24 St Johns    St. John’s St John’s St. John’s St John’s St James 

 6pm 8.30am 9.45am 11.15am 5pm 9.30am 
    

C’Tator M&N Bredhauer A Buchanan B Mills Z D’Silva K Harvey 
Lector A Livy E George A Crowe G Lewis P Wallace A Rouse 
Eucharist M Livy F McKenna T Harkin A Glenn K Placido C Gorry 
 E Booth R Jess M Lafferty S Catacutan C Kook A Rouse 
 R McIntosh J Kaithavelil D Tew M Holmes J Rhynehart 
 M Battagello J Kaithavelil C Bramble T Vaz 
  

No Children’s Liturgy due to Parish Family Mass       

  

Laptop L Elliott B Meehan G Gill Black family M Lambert 

Welcome Desk  M Ayling J/B Houlihan B Clancy V Keys 

Travelling Rosary will be held at the home of  
Margaret Baulch from Sunday 17 June to 

Friday 22 June at 7.30pm.  
Enquiries Helen 9874 7024 

Inspiration for the coming week from the Compassion and Friendship Group 
 

 

One word or a pleasing smile is often enough to raise  
up a saddened or wounded soul. 

St Therese of Lisieux 



Faith Formation 2018 

 

St Johns Parish  
Womens Retreat Weekend—The Great Story 

 

Date:  Friday 29th June to Sunday 2nd July 
 

Facilitator:  Tim Moloney cfc 
 

Venue: Pallotti College Millgrove 
 

Cost: $220 
 

Come away for a weekend of self-discovery, relaxation 
and the wonderful company of fellow parishioners.  Our 
weekend together will be an opportunity to open up and 
explore, the Great Story of the Universe, the Jesus Story 
and our stories and how they relate to one another. 

For further information, contact Helen Lucas on  
0435 232 101 or  
email helen.lucas@seerpharma.com.au 
 

See flyer on parish website - What’s On What’s New 

 

 
 

O P E N I N G   T H E   D O O R S   F O U N D A T I O N (OTDF) 
Keeping Koorie Kids in an Education of their Choice 

 
The foundation supports the education of kids by addressing educational disadvantage 
and enabling choice of a nurturing and supporting school.  This is an annual contribution 
that we make on Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander on Sunday 1st July 2018.   
 
Envelopes for credit card/cash contributions will be made available at church exit points  
that weekend.  Donations over $2 are tax deductible (ensure details are written clearly on 
the envelope).  Any contribution no matter how small will help Aboriginal Kids open the 
doors so please give generously. 
 

Our students and families greatly appreciate your support.   
Thank you and bless you for making a difference.   

Staff of OTDF 

Catholic Social Teaching—What Can I Do About it here and now? 

CAN YOU HELP? 

 

It’s that time of the year again 

when we think of others who 

are doing it much tougher than we are.  Asylum 

Seeker Resource Centre (ASRC) is in urgent 

need of COATS & BLANKETS to help keep 

people seeking asylum warm this winter.   

Do you have any blankets and coats 

taking up space in your cupboards 

that just aren't’s being used?   

Please bring them to the Narthex 

and mark ASRC. 

MEMORIAL GARDEN—INVITATION TO MEETING 
 

A meeting is to be held on Thursday 19 July 2018 
at 7pm in the Narthex of the Church regarding 
the St John’s Memorial Garden.  This meeting 
will provide an opportunity to advise parishioners 
of the current situation and will allow an 
opportunity for questions.  A tidy up of the Garden 
has been started.  A pathway with steps and a 
handrail has been built on the Church side of the 
Garden and an area for wheelchair access has 
been developed from the driveway of the House of 
Books.  Two garden seats and one bench seat 
have been ordered which will provide seating for 
people to sit, reflect and pray in a pleasant, 
peaceful area.  Roses are being ordered and will 
be planted in the garden beds.  Plaques can still 
be ordered and placed on the church wall outside 
the east door and interments can still be arranged 
by speaking with Fr Dispin.  Order forms are in the 
stands at the Church doors.  All queries, please 
call either the Parish Office on 9873 1341 or 

Maureen Campbell on 0409 894 328. 

CHRISTIAN MEDIATION—report of first gathering 

On Monday night, a big group of parishioners braved 

the wintry conditions to venture into the Narthex for the 

first of our monthly gatherings with Fr Dispin and 
convenor Chris Ryan.  After a brief outline of methods, our 

(guided) first meditation got underway.  The sense of peace and 

calmness was palpable—as was the prayerfulness.  Our next 
gathering will be Monday 9th July at 7.30pm.  In these first 

months we will aim for the second Monday of each month.  The 
venue will likely change in July, to another within the St John’s 

precinct.  Watch this space!  If you are interested in deepening 

your spirituality, or want to strengthen your connection to God, 
come along.  All are welcome.  Free of charge. 



Social & Other 

ST VINCENT DE PAUL-June 

Coffee, soup, 2 minute noodles & tins of spaghetti.   

Please leave donations in the tub at the Piety Stall in 

the Narthex. 

Conference Meetings are held on the 1st and 3rd 

Thursday of each month at 7.30pm.    

Enquiries to Parish Office for details. 

ONLY FOOD ITEMS & small household cleaning 

& toiletry items are to be placed in the box beside the 

Piety Stall counter.  All other items should be placed 

in the St Vincent de Paul Bin at the Basketball courts.   

A special event for mothers and daughters  
aged 9-12 years 

 
Celebration Day For Girls 

 
 

 

When:    Sunday, 24 June, 2018—11am-5pm  
Where:   Coghlan Centre at St John’s 
 
This beautiful workshop explores the step from 
girlhood to womanhood and is filled with information, 
discussion and fun activities. 
 
For more information and to book 
please ring : Kath Callinan-Moore  
0438 802 379 / 
kathcmoore61@gmail.com  

ST JOHN'S SENIORS 
 

Next Wednesday, the Seniors are going to the concert at 
Nunawading at 2pm.  I will have tickets for anyone who has not 
picked-up theirs yet.  Anyone who wants to go to the Concert on 
18th July please bring money in envelope next week.   
Any queries please contact Helen on 9874 0809.    
 

Don Bosco Camp, Safety Beach 
 

A Catholic winter holiday program for young 
people 9-13yo (Junior) and 13-16yo (Senior), 
during upcoming school holidays.  A fun, 
exciting holiday for all, regardless of financial 
circumstances, in a safe and supportive 
environment.  For more information visit 
www.donboscocamp.org.au or call  
5987 2692. 

St John’s Card Making Group will be 
selling an array of First Eucharist, 
Baby, Sympathy, Birthday & other 
specialty Cards after Saturday night 
and Sunday morning Masses the 
weekend of 23/24 June & 30 June/ 
1 July.   
 
Cost of cards is from $3.00 with all 
profits going to St Vincent de Paul.  
Our cards are also sold at the House of 
Books.   
Any queries or orders please call Monika 
on 0438 220 361. 

Our Lady of Sion College,  Box Hill 
 

Talk & Tour Morning—22 June 2018 
 

We warmly invite you s for a scheduled Talk & Tour 

morning, held through the year during the school term.  

Talk and Tours commence at 9.30am and conclude at 

approximately 11am, please allow plenty of time for 

parking.  This Tour involves an introduction by the 

Principal, followed by a tour of  the College with our Year 

10 student guides while classes in progress. 

 

Telephone:  9890 9097 or email info@sion.catholic.edu.au 

PARISH BUS ROSTER 
 

U R G EN  T 
 

We are currently seeking additional bus drivers for 

the 9.45am Sunday Mass.  This would require a 

commitment of a couple of hours on a Sunday 

morning approximately every six weeks.  In 

accordance with Catholic Archdiocesan Guidelines a 

Working with Children Check & Police Check are 

required.  If you are interested to come on to the 

roster and/or need assistance in 

completing these checks please contact 

the parish office on 9873 1341. 

 

LIFEBOAT—has been providing practical and pastoral 

support to over one hundred victims of church-related 

sexual abuse from all over Australia for five years.  Having 

commenced in Geelong in 2013, “Lifeboat’s” first 

Melbourne-based fundraising function will be held on 

Friday 6 July 2018 at 7.30pm to 10.30pm at Tosaria 

Restaurant, Henderson Rd, Rowville.  
Entertainment from renowned singer Sue Jones.  Finger 

food served through the evening.  Tickets just $40 and due to 

the generous support of Sue and Tosaria, most of this will go 

directly to the work of Lifeboat itself.   

To order tickets call 0421 777 360. 


